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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes
June 8, 2009






                                       7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Denise Wheeler, Scott Bassage, Cy Lamberton, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Gail Graham, Larry Orr, Marge Garfield, Juanita Nunn, Reed Cherington, Paul Hannan, Greg Pelchuck and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: Anne Winchester

Actions:


Approval of May 11th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard made some changes to the minutes as presented.  Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Approval of May 13th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the minutes.  Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Approval of May 20th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the minutes.  Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Approval of May 25th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard made two spelling corrections to the minutes as presented.  Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0-1.  John Brabant abstained from the vote.


Approval of June 1st Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the minutes.  Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0-1.  John Brabant abstained from the vote.

Review Selectboard and Highway Budget Figures – The Selectboard reviewed the balance remaining in both the Selectboard and Highway budgets for FY 2008-09.  As of May 31, 2009, the Selectboard budget had $19,852.00 and the Highway budget had $43,854.00.

Selectboard Reports:

· Curtis Pond Dam – John Brabant provided the second draft of a letter to Morris Root Engineering for review.  John recently met Steve Bushman, State Dam Safety Engineer, at the dam for the annual inspection.  They observed a caved in portion, similar to what was seen a year ago.  Steve Bushman recommended bringing it up to grade.  John Brabant made a motion to sign and send this letter to Morris Root Engineering dated June 8, 2009.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Calais Ancient Roads Team Update – Marge Garfield and Paul Hannan provided a status report on progress and process.  Class 4 roads were discussed at length.  Class 4 roads can be posted by the Selectboard to limit vehicular traffic seasonally or otherwise.  Paul Hannan attended a meeting with an AOT representative that does the highway mapping and questioned “What do you need from us to add an ancient road to the town highway map?”   The answer was a copy of the land record document from whatever year with the description, a sketch or better than that of where it should go on the map and Selectboard Minutes that say here is the road and we vote to add it to the town highway map.  An unidentified corridor is an ancient road that is not clearly observable on the ground (really does not come into existence until July 1, 2010).  Paul Hannan went on to explain that if it is or will be an unidentified corridor, the Selectboard will need to have a hearing and give notice to adjacent landowners, even though that doesn’t exist until July 1, 2010.  An ancient road is one that is clearly observable and you don’t have to hold a public hearing or give public notice.  John Brabant would like the Selectboard to come up with a value statement clarifying the values of these ancient roads verses the impact to landowners.  Paul Hannan reiterated the control is with the Selectboard, giving more control if these ancient roads are designated as legal trails rather than Class 4 roads.  John Brabant is in favor of the most protective designation, legal trail with nonvehicular status.  The Trails Committee has been asked to give input of what ancient roads have potential to be used for trails.  Anne Winchester requested the information from Reed Cherington, Chair, by September 1, 2009.

East Montpelier Fire Department – The Selectboard reviewed the EMFD Ambulance Service Contract for FY 2010 (July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010).  Scott Bassage made a motion to sign this contract as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  

The Selectboard informed those present this evening of the upcoming revote for Calais and East Montpelier voters to change the location of the new emergency services facility.  The approved bond indebtedness is unchanged, just the location will be changed.  The Selectboards and EMFD are looking at the Hull-Skora property off Route 2 and Brown property on Route 14.  John Brabant reported Washington Electric Co-op presented the Selectboards with a cost and terms that were unacceptable and it would have taken a much longer time frame to complete.  There are high hopes construction can still happen this season.  

Interlocal Agreement Contracts were discussed in regards to the next step.  Just as the towns of Calais and East Montpelier and East Montpelier Fire Department have an Interlocal Contract with Respect to Fire Fighting Services, the Selectboard is reviewing draft Interlocal Contracts with Respect to Ambulance Services and the new Emergency Services Facility.  At a recent Joint Selectboard meeting, the Selectboards agreed to finalize the Interlocal Contract with Respect to Ambulance Services first.  John Brabant expressed his opinion in favor of dividing the ambulance service costs as follows: 1/3 Calais share and 2/3 East Montpelier share.  

Vehicles Damaging Leonard Road, Class 4 Road – The Selectboard heard from Gail Graham, Larry Orr and Juanita Nunn all adjourning landowners to Leonard Road.  They all are in agreement they would not like the road given up but rather have it posted to restrict vehicular traffic seasonally (possibly May 1st to November 1st).  They remain concerned about mudders damaging the Class 4 road.  Denise Wheeler will find out the exact procedure for the Town to post a Class 4 road.

Selectboard Reports (continued): 

· Trash and debris at the abandoned house on the County Road has been cleaned up Denise Wheeler reported.

· Letters to Sceales and Buck property owners re: TH 8 – At the 5/25/09 meeting Cy Lamberton made a motion to authorize Scott Bassage to a write letters to Rod Buck explaining public assess to TH #8 and the need to remove equipment parked on the road and to Kerensa Sceales from California informing them the posted sign and pipe barrier will be removed by the Town since they do not have a right to block access on any Class 4 road.  The motion carried.  Tonight the Selectboard reviewed the draft letters.  The Selectboard authorized Scott Bassage to sign and send the letter to Rod Buck on behalf of the Selectboard.  More info is needed before sending the letter to Kerensa Sceales in Foster City, California.  Scott Bassage will check with Paul Hannan regarding some details on this matter.

· Mary Reardon dog matter – The Selectboard received a dog complaint from Nathan Robinson about a dog(s) chasing children and cyclists on West County Road.  Cy Lamberton will contact Fred Bushway to obtain more information and report back to the Selectboard.

· Montpelier Senior Activity Center is looking for a resident to serve on an advisory committee with meetings every few weeks.  A few names were mentioned.  Denise will contact them to see if they are interested or know of someone interested in serving on this committee.

· John Brabant received a complaint about illegal burning on Lightening Ridge Road.  John Brabant will call the person involved to cease burning.

Calais Road Commissioner Hiring Process – The Selectboard received four applications for the position and will interview them on June 29, 2009 (first on the agenda) at the regular Selectboard meeting.  The Selectboard is looking for someone that is open to new ideas and new strategies of how to run the Highway Department.  The candidate will be expected to attend the Better Back Roads seminars and will have a six-month probationary period.  John Brabant is concerned about how roadside ditching in town is done, noting some ditches are steep and deep creating a possible hazard to the traveling public.  

Tentative Agenda for June 29th Meeting

· Interview four Road Commissioner applicants
· Letter to Kerensa Sceales re: TH 8
· Town Invoices and Orders of the Day
· EMFD building update and Interlocal Contracts
Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:20pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
